DEIFICATION  OF  ANCESTORS
swing.62 There " men are incessantly converting other men into gods, or embodiments of gods, or emanations from the Divine Spirit, and out of the deified man is visibly spun the whole myth which envelopes him as a silkworm in its cocoon." In the chapter on the " Religion of an Indian Province " in Asiatic Studies, Sir Alfred Lyall describes the stages, and the importance of the extract therefrom must be the warrant for its length :
" In India, whatever be the original reason for venerating a deceased man, his upward course toward deification is the same. At first we have the grave of one whose name, birthplace, and parentage are well known in the district; if he .died at home, his family often set up a shrine, instal themselves in possession, and realize a handsome income out of the offerings; they became hereditary keepers of the sanctuary, if the shrine prospers and its virtues stand test. Or if the man wandered abroad, settled near some village or sacred spot, became renowned for his austerity or his afflictions, and there died,
62 The Melanesians make a sharp distinction between spirits that never were men, and ghosts which are disembodied souls. (Codrington's Melanesians, pp. 120, 150.)
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